MAY 10-JUNE 4, 1918
Yacht Club, London, Saturday, May "iith.
Dined at F. E. Smith's. An enormous house, considering it
isn't a special house, but only at the corner of a row (32, Gros-
venor Gardens) . The library is even equal to his boastings about
it, but he would continually refer to prices. What astonished
me was that he does not keep even really valuable books (from
£100 to £2,000 a piece) under glass. He was greatly amusing
over incidents of his American trip, and especially as to how
he and his brother Harold, in one of the dryest States, Nebraska,
made the Professor of Rhetoric at some University drunk —
although this Professor was the origin of the dryness. They
drank to the great orators, and then to the stars of American
literature. At the end the Professor said of F. E. " The most
brilliant man I ever met," and later, to friends, he said of F. E.
" He is a whale"
Yacht Club, London, Tuesday, May
Did 4 hours' hard work at the Ministry. I have now abandoned
literature until either I am chucked out of the job, or the job
ends, or I am called to a better one. But I do journalism,
and a damned nuisance it is. Two articles this week. Three
next week.
Yacht Club, London, Friday, May
Other Club dinner last night. Justice Darling came after his
day in Court over the Billing-Maude Allan case.1 He has poor
literary views. Kept insisting that " Salome " was nasty, etc.
I said it was only poor. A thin little man, rather clever and
agreeable. He has a hell of a job on, and knows it. Beaver-
brook made £85 in bets over the distance of Chateau Thierry
from Paris. Smuts presided. I sat next to hi.m.
Yacht Club, London, Tuesday, June 4th.
In arranging for the King to attend Westminster Abbey on
France's Day I thought I had set in motion a great thing to
my credit.   It was not so.   I was misled.   I took things for
1 Stigmatised by The Times as " a scandalous trial ", this was an action
occasioned by Mr. Pemberton Billing's criticism of Miss Maud Allan's
dancing in the performance of Oscar Wilde's " Salome ". The case
developed into a series of promiscuous innuendoes against many well-
known people.
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